
WRITING CENTER THESIS STATEMENT

This handout describes what a thesis statement is, how thesis statements work in your writing, and how you can
discover or refine one for your draft.

Today's slasher movies fail to deliver the emotional catharsis that s horror films did. The rest of the paper, the
body of the essay, gathers and organizes evidence that will persuade the reader of the logic of your
interpretation. When your paper is finished, however, the thesis statement becomes a tool for your reader.
Everyone knows that politics, economics, and culture are important. Obviously, the more material or
knowledge you have, the more possibilities will be available for a strong argument. A thesis is the result of a
lengthy thinking process. Original thesis: Hoover's administration was rocked by scandal. Shape your topic so
that you can get straight to the "meat" of it. You'll want to know very soon whether the lawyer believes the
accused to be guilty or not guilty, and how the lawyer plans to convince you. Re-reading the question prompt
after constructing a working thesis can help you fix an argument that misses the focus of the question. Your
essay should cause the reader to think critically about the society which produces and enjoys that activity.
More often than not, the thesis statement comes at the end of your introduction paragraph; however, this can
vary based on discipline and topic, so check with your instructor if you are unsure where to place it! A thesis
should never be vague, combative or confrontational. Writers use all kinds of techniques to stimulate their
thinking and to help them clarify relationships or comprehend the broader significance of a topic and arrive at
a thesis statement. Not all papers require thesis statements! Avoid, avoid, avoid generic arguments and
formula statements. What you wrote in the first blank is the topic of your paper; what you wrote in the second
blank is what focuses your paper suggested by Patrick Hartwell in Open to Language. If yours doesn't, then it's
not an argumentâ€”it may be a fact, or an opinion, but it is not an argument. Identified topic The relationship
between the portrayal of warfare and the epic simile about Simoisius at 4. Focus on one aspect of your topic
As you consider your options, you must decide to focus on one aspect of your topic. Eventually you will be
able to clarify for yourself, and then for the reader, why this contrast matters. The thesis will inevitably change
as you revise and develop your ideasâ€”and that is ok! You look again at the evidence, and you decide that
you are going to argue that the North believed slavery was immoral while the South believed it upheld the
Southern way of life. However, political, economic, social and cultural reasons are pretty much the only
possible reasons why communism could collapse. Avoid overused, general terms and abstractions. Or you
may have to revise your thesis to match the evidence and insights that you want to discuss. Or you may reach
deeper insights about your topic as you do more research, and you will find that your thesis statement has to
be more complicated to match the evidence that you want to use. Superlatives like "the best" almost always
lead to trouble. After reading your thesis statement, the reader should think, "This essay is going to try to
convince me of something. However, it is too easy to imagine possible counterarguments. List ideas Make a
list of the ideas that you want to include; consider the ideas and try to group them. There are many words in
this sentence that may be buzzwords in the student's field or key terms taken from other texts, but together
they do not communicate a clear, specific meaning. Next, refine the sentence so that it is consistent with your
style. How are they different? Like some writers, you might begin with a purpose statement just to get yourself
going. Assignment: Discuss the history of the Reform Party and explain its influence on the presidential and
Congressional election. Think about your course materials and lectures. Compare the following: There are
advantages and disadvantages to using statistics. Makes a promise to the reader about the scope, purpose, and
direction of your paper. When you make a subjective judgment call, specify and justify your reasoning.
Formula Use a formula to arrive at a working thesis statement you will revise this later. When reviewing your
first draft and its working thesis, ask yourself the following: Do I answer the question? In college, course
assignments often ask you to make a persuasive case in writing. How are they the same? What further points
can be made?


