
EMBOURGEOISEMENT THESIS GOLDTHORPE

Embourgeoisement is the theory that posits the migration of individuals into the bourgeoisie as and economic goals. The
opposite process is proletarianization . Sociologist John Goldthorpe disputed the embourgeoisement thesis in 

Basingstoke, Palgrave MacMillan. Lockwood returned to his theoretical interests which eventually led to the
publication of Solidarity and Schism  By the late s, the debates and research generated by the Affluent Worker
Study had run their course. They confirmed that, while much had indeed changed, the concept obscured
relational aspects of class and social change. Connecticut, Yale University Press. Workers became
family-minded and home-centred rather than neighbourhood-centred and collectivist. Embourgeoisement
among Blue-collar Workers? They went on to become professors at Edinburgh and Sussex respectively.
Jennings, H. The Sociological Review, 14 3 ,  Talk of working-class affluence fell away as the long boom
ended with the oil crisis in  The same can be said for patterns of residence and leisure. In The Sociological
Review paper, following Bott , they called for a broader focus on class imagery looking at perceptions of
society, general values and specific attitudes. Crompton, R. Lockwood was already a towering figure in
Sociology Halsey  The distribution of income and wealth has become more highly skewed as the returns on
economic capital continue to exceed the rate of economic growth in countries such as the US, UK and beyond
Piketty , Wilkinson and Pickett  It was a seemingly quiet decade for ordinary people albeit one of considerable
change Kynaston , , , Pearson  Proponents formulated the thesis of embourgeoisement in a variety of ways and
identified a range of disparate causal mechanisms behind the process itself. This included long-range mobility
from working-class origins to middle-class destinations at least for men Goldthorpe et al. The clearest
statement of this thesis is Ferdynand Zweig's The Worker in an Affluent Society , which has the additional
virtue of being empirically grounded, since Zweig conducted interviews with workers in five British firms. In:
Holmwood, J. Parkin, F. John Goldthorpe moved a year later in to become a Lecturer in Sociology and Fellow
of Nuffield College Oxford where he remains as an ever-productive emeritus Fellow. There was a widespread
consensus on the key findings: namely, that there had been considerable upward and limited downward social
mobility absolute mobility from the s onwards, although the chances of a son of working-class origin moving
into a middle class destination were still not as good as those of his middle-class counterpart relative mobility.
Edwards, P. Advanced Western societies were therefore literally becoming more middle class, in the
demographic sense at least, if none other. It can be seen in the minutia of cultural practices â€” from the
naming of children to the wearing of tattoos. Rinehart, Social Problems, Vol. Contemporary relevance The
paper is a product of its time and times change. Now, attention is focused on the fact that absolute upward
social mobility is less common than it was and downward social mobility has increased Bukodi et al. Although
theories of embourgeoisement were widely held to be discredited during the s, they made a curious return in
the midst of the recessionary s, when commentators of both the extreme Right and Left argued that
working-class support for the policies of right-wing governments across Europe and North America provided
testimony to a new consensus around middle-class norms , values , and life-styles. In its most general
formulation, however, the thesis claimed that the sectoral transformation in the structure of employment
â€”the move from manufacturing to services, and from unskilled labouring to the new knowledge-based
occupationsâ€”created high levels of class mobility, and led to a shrinkage of the working class, considered as
a proportion of the economically active population. Conclusion It is striking to see how Goldthorpe and
Lockwood, in their various position papers and subsequent publications of the Affluent Worker series, were
engaged in the preoccupations of the s and s. This is not to say that status preoccupations have disappeared
altogether. Gallie, D. Even so, the boundary between the middle class and working class has certainly changed
along the lines predicted by Goldthorpe and Lockwood. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.


