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Gorbachevâ€™s Failed Attempts to Reform the USSR Mikhail Gorbachev, who came to power in March , was the most
gifted and dynamic leader Russia had seen for many years. The two key ideas were glasnost (openness) and
perestroika (restructuring). Why his attempts to reform the USSR.

Once in power, he could introduce the needed reforms with virtual immunity to open political contestation
from within the CPSU Brown,  This essay will focus on how the Perestroika reform and Glasnost policy
programs as well as other external and internal pressures contributed to the failure of communism under
Gorbachev. When he graduated from high school with a silver medal in , his father persuaded him to continue
on to university. It was a matter of astounding internal disinformation Prados,  They repeatedly pushed back,
and took advantage of the new press freedoms under glasnost to publish attacks on Gorbachev. Vladislav M.
Domestic and International Structures in the s Undoubtedly, when Gorbachev was elected CPSU general
secretary by the Politburo and the Central Committee, he inherited control over a state that was already
crumbling economically. Bearing in mind the Soviet military interventions in Eastern Europe in Hungary and
in Czechoslovakia , Western Europeans followed with contempt the news about the Red Army occupying
Afghanistan since  Bibliography Brown, A. Simultaneously, there was growing pressure from the United
States which reinitiated the arms-race with resources vastly beyond the Soviet capabilities. The Red Army
consumed between 20 and 30 percent of GDP, and received major share of sophisticated technology Prados, 
An anti-Gorbachev crowd demonstrating in support of populist Boris Yeltsin. He used the embarrassment
caused by the breach of Soviet air defences by a young West German pilot, Matthias Rust, who managed to
land his Cessna near Red Square on 28 May , as a pretext to make a reshuffle in the MoD cadre Brown,  The
main objective of his foreign policy, reducing threat perceptions in the West and avoiding another arms race,
was met relatively soon. Conclusion Mikhail Gorbachev was elected general secretary of the CPSU at a time
when the Soviet empire was economically crumbling and encircled by hostile powers. The very nature of the
Soviet economy made any initiatives for reform extremely difficult and their success uncertain at best. Apart
from bold cadre politics, Gorbachev made considerable efforts to alter the ideational structures existent in the
CPSU mind-set on foreign policy Prados,  When Gorbachev ran for president in , just five years after the
collapse of the Soviet Union, he garnered less than one percent of the vote. By the end of the paper it will be
clear as to how and why the political regime of Russia is one that actually presents a completely new type of
regime development that can be dubbed Within the period , Lenin has been the most significant leader of
Russia and the USSR. The dissolution of the USSR was at the time, not immediately foreseen nor expected.
His economic reforms were indecisive and lost their boldness over time. Many authors point out that
Gorbachev could not cope with his internal conflict between the consciousness that profound transformation is
required and his own system-supportive tendencies Graebner, Burns and Siracusa,  The university even
provided him with free living accommodations at a nearby hostel In order to understand how significant of a
factor Gorbachev policies were to the collapse of the USSR, we will investigate from how significant were the
reforms emplaced by Gorbachev, to how the USSR was doing economically from the time Gorbachev came
into power. Among his readings were works by prominent social democrats such as Willy Brandt and Francois
Mitterrand Brown,  Taubman believes that this period marked the only time in the last century that America
had a Russian or Soviet partner that was truly willing to be an ally, making it a missed opportunity of huge
proportions. For the general secretary, the need for restructuring the Soviet economy was a crucial issue.
Sheehy, G. The coup failed, but it further destabilized the Soviet system. Additionally, Gorbachev understood
glasnost as a feedback mechanism, enabling the leadership to keep in contact with popular opinions and
expectations Sakwa,  At the moment, we have to limit ourselves to consulting the well-systematized accounts
of the condition of Soviet political elites. Soviet relations in the region were additionally marred by territorial
disputes regarding the Kurile Islands with Japan, an emerging economic power-house. Sakwa, R. This gave
both Gorbachev and Shevardnadze more freedom of action in arms-control negotiations. The question
required us to have a specific focus on different perspectives. Overall, the economy was largely oriented
towards industry, construction and transport, and thus was unable to meet growing consumer demand of the
late s Prados,  But when faced with a new, democratically elected group, those skills failed him. As early as in
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the summer of , he managed to replace the much-revered foreign minister Andrei Gromyko, who had held this
post since , with Eduard Shevardnadze.


