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A hypothesis states what we are looking for. What Did the Doctor Say? Healthcare Quarterly ; 10 3 :  It may
seem contrary to or in accord with common sense. In this article, several root causes of difficulty in
communication will be discussed, and practical suggestions given to enable more effective communication of
ideas between individuals with differing backgrounds in the health care system. These challenges are further
exacerbated by health care professionals who may lack the ability to communicate effectively across
professions. This is known as falsifiability. In a health care context, red used as a warning symbol may be
overlooked by those who are not accustomed to the Western symbolism of the color. Canadians with the
lowest health-literacy skills were found to be more than 2. The average Canadian uses 6 different sources of
health-related information. The Social Life of Health Information. Sixty percent have low levels of health
literacy, defined as the skills required to access and use health information to make vital health care decisions
and maintain basic health 6. However, many continue to practice under the assumption these trends do not
apply to their consumer groups, or that they are effective communicators despite the absence of specific
training, effort and feedback. When writing up these results, the researchers might suggest other options that
should be explored in future studies. Fam Med ; 34 5  Abstract The ability to communicate information and
ideas effectively is increasingly recognized as critical to the success of the healthcare system. Why do you
think it happened when it did? Thus, using a single question screening may be a time-efficient way to
determine which patients need additional probing or information. If an author or group of authors can clearly
be associated with a web link, such as for weblogs, then they should be included in the reference. If any of the
sections are not relevant to your manuscript, please include the heading and write 'Not applicable' for that
section. Institute of Medicine. Patient understanding and use of oral contraceptive pills in a southern public
health family planning clinic. All presentations of case reports must have consent for publication. Blood ;59
Suppl  After you have developed some possible hypotheses, it is important to think of ways that you could
confirm or disprove each hypothesis through experimentation. Accessed 21 Sept  Not applicable. Online
document Doe J. Accessed 22 Feb  Forty-two percent of adult Canadians aged 16 to 65 scored at the two
lowest levels of literacy 9. For example, obtaining informed consent and designing research participant
materials, communicating with the media and potential donors and speaking with individuals in other fields
are areas where improved communication may be required. When conducting an experiment, researchers
might explore a number of factors to determine which ones might contribute to the ultimate outcome. World
Health Organization. Before you come up with a specific hypothesis, spend some time doing background
research on your topic. Once you have completed a literature review, start thinking about potential questions
you still have. Perceptions of health literacy: Results of a questionnaire for practitioners, policy-makers and
researchers. McKee, M. Accessed 15 Jan  Those who enter the formal health care system as patients must
make even more decisions within a complex system that can be difficult for individuals to navigate 2. Social
Work ; 48 3  A hypothesis is a specific, testable prediction about what you expect to happen in your study.
Challenges currently faced in interprofessional communication can be related to the development of language
specific to each profession.


