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PRIEST ZARATHUSTRA

Zoroastrianism, ancient pre-Islamic religion of Iran that likely Modern Zoroastrian priest wearing mouth cover while
tending a temple fire In this struggle all human beings must enlist because of their capacity for free choice.

In the 16th century, in one of the early letters between Iranian Zoroastrians and their co-religionists in India,
the priests of Yazd lamented that "no period [in human history], not even that of Alexander , had been more
grievous or troublesome for the faithful than 'this millennium of the demon of Wrath '. Mercury, born Farrokh
Bulsara, practiced Zoroastrianism. In the Cappadocian kingdom , whose territory was formerly an
Achaemenid possession, Persian colonists, cut off from their co-religionists in Iran proper, continued to
practice the faith [Zoroastrianism] of their forefathers; and there Strabo , observing in the first century B. The
Gathas portray an ancient Stone - Bronze Age bipartite society of warrior-herdsmen and priests compared to
Bronze tripartite society ; some conjecture that it depicts the Yaz culture [26] , and thus it is implausible that
the Gathas and Rigveda could have been composed more than a few centuries apart. Other Zoroastrian
communities either cremate their dead, or bury them in graves that are cased with lime mortar , though
Zoroastrians are keen to dispose of their dead in the most environmental way possible. Both fire and water are
also hypostasized as the Yazatas Atar and Anahita , which worship hymns and litanies dedicated to them.
Today there are about 60, Parsi in India and 1, in Pakistan. The holiest temple fires take up to a year to
consecrate, and many have been burning for years or even centuries. This concept of God Ahura Mazda is
similar to that of Christianity, since Christians also regard God as being omnipotent, omnibenevolent, and
omniscient, but Satan as being opposed to God but never able to win over God. Thanks for watching! The
language of Iran is closely akin to that of northern India, and, hence, the people of the two lands probably had
common ancestors who spoke a common Indo-Aryan language. During life, the fravashi act as aspirational
concepts, spiritual protectors, and the fravashi of bloodline, cultural, and spiritual ancestors and heroes are
venerated and can be called upon for aid. Consequently, scripture enjoins the safe disposal of the dead in a
manner such that a corpse does not pollute the good creation. This active participation is a central element in
Zoroaster's concept of free will and Zoroastrianism as such rejects extreme forms of asceticism and
monasticism but historically has allowed for moderate expressions of these concepts. According to Zaehner,
Zurvanists believe that the Holy and Destructive Spirits are basically the same being. According to texts from
the period, Zoroaster may have been born in B. In Zoroastrian belief, although the responsibility of choice lies
on each person, the good side is generally more progressive one and is predestined to prevail. While the
Parsees in India have traditionally since the 19th century been opposed to proselytizing , [25] and even
considered it a crime for which the culprit may face expulsion, [48] Iranian Zoroastrians have never been
opposed to conversion, and the practice has been endorsed by the Council of Mobeds of Tehran. Its religious
teachings appealed to the conquering Roman soldiers, who then transferred it across the empire in the form of
Mithraism, an offshoot of Zoroastrianism. From B. Monotheists are the most flourishing among Zoroastrians
and have formed the mainstream Zoroastrian most of the times. The Messiah to come for the final restoration.
Doctrines taught perhaps a millennium and a half earlier by Zoroaster began in this way to reach fresh hearers.
Both water and fire are considered life-sustaining, and both water and fire are represented within the precinct
of a fire temple. The original Avesta is believed to have been largely destroyed when Alexander the Great
attacked Persia. This date gains credence mainly on the thesis that certain figures must be based on historical
facts, [3] thus some have related the mythical Vishtaspa with Darius I's father Vishtaspa or Hystaspes in Greek
with the account on Zoroaster's life. The ends of the scarf are later sewn together to symbolize the unity of the
married couple. Looking To The Future The survival of the Zoroastrian religion over 3, years, is remarkable
when one considers the devastations it has suffered in conquests, destruction of scriptures, annihilation of
priests, persecution of believers and forced conversions, and more recent doctrinal disputes, threat of declining
numbers and cultural and religious assimilation. Many Zoroastrians today bury their dead beneath concrete
slabs, though some Parsi in India still practice sky burials. Origins of Zoroastrianism The prophet
Zarathushtraâ€”later referred to by the Greeks as Zoroasterâ€”founded Zoroastrianism about years ago.
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Archaeologists have searched for these places, though it's unclear whether the great fires ever existed or were
purely mythical. Present Day Zoroastrians The number of Zoroastrians in the world today is about ,, with the
highest concentrations in the 'homelands' of Iran 24, - 90, and India 70, Thus he decided to spend his life
teaching people to seek Asha. The interchange of Zoroastrian thought with Judeo-Christian ideology first took
place when Cyrus the Great defeated the Assyrians and released the Jews from Babylonian captivity.
Elsewhere, cremation, and to a lesser extent burial, are practiced. Children between the ages of 7 and 12
participate in ritual washing and perform rituals on their own for the first time. Ritual exposure is currently
mainly practiced by Zoroastrian communities of the Indian subcontinent , in locations where it is not illegal
and diclofenac poisoning has not led to the virtual extinction of scavenger birds. If read aloud, these books
would still have been intelligible to the laity. In India, the ancient tradition of disposal of the dead in 'Towers
of Silence' open to the elements and birds of prey, is still practiced. Zoroaster experienced the visions of Ahura
Mazda while in wilderness and attained perfect knowledge of past, present, and future. The child laughed at
his birth instead of crying, and he glowed so brightly Zoroastrians In Iran For centuries after the Arab invasion
in CE, Zoroastrians or Zarathushtis in Iran practiced their faith in quiet seclusion, in the face of extreme
persecution. Zoroastrians believe that when a person dies, the soul is divinely judged. In the end, the concept
of Good and Evil in Zoroastrianism is like two sides of the same coin, both directing two completely opposite
sides, but essentially of one.


