
AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHARACTER OF HALLY IN MASTER HAROLD AND

THE BOYS BY ATHOL FUGARD

And the Boys study guide contains a biography of Athol Fugard, quiz questions, major themes, characters, and a full
summary and analysis. said that Hally's father in "Master Harold" and the boys is based on his own father.

Deep and sincere admiration of the man You've got a vision, Sam! Still no response, and HALLY is trying
hard to get one And as far as my father is concerned, all that you need to remember is that he's your boss.
Hally, horrified about what he's done, is barely able to face Sam, responding without looking up "It's still
raining, Sam. Two black waiters, Willie and Sam, are on stage as the play begins. He has a deep friendship
with Willie and is like a father figure to Hally. How the hell am I supposed to concentrate with the two of you
acting like bloody children! They're not intended to be submitted as your own work, so we don't waste time
removing every error. Perhaps things, and people, are finally looking up. Critical reception[ edit ] John Simon,
writing for the New York magazine, was measured in his review: Fugard has now perfected his way of writing
plays about the tragedy of apartheid; he avoids the spectacular horrors and concentrates instead on the subtle
corrosion and corruption, on the crumbling of the spirit for which the cure would be heroic action that may not
be forthcoming, which the blacks try to assuage with the salve of dreams, the whites with the cautery of
oppression. Fugard's showing us how even a kid like Hally, who loves and respects Sam, sees Sam through the
eyes of apartheid society. Actually, he's somewhat of an intellectual snob. Fugard makes some genius moves
in structuring the play that way. He takes liberties with Sam and Willie that maybe aren't meant to be offensive
but still let us know how much he's been influenced by the culture. This, finally, is what he hopes for.
Therefore this disenfranchised group of people do not experience the usual comforts and perks of society. He
says that all their talk has been just a dream, "and a bloody useless one at that. But, Fugard did not simply
retell what happened in his life, choosing instead to embellish and slightly alter the story. We'll take a look
right away. Hally is distraught about this news, since his father, who in addition to being crippled, is revealed
to be a tyrannical alcoholic, and his being home will make home life unbearable with his drinking, fighting,
and need for constant treatment, which includes demeaning tasks of having to massage his stump, and empty
chamber pots of urine. As he recalled in a entry in his memoir Notebooks, the man whose full name is Harold
Athol Lannigan Fugard he was called Hally as a youth was ashamed of his father, a lame man with a drinking
problem. It doesn't have to be that way. Every time Hally gets a call from his mother from the hospital, he gets
more upset and more hostile to Sam. Many people across the globe protest the involvement of businesses in
South Africa and demonstrate for divestiture of investments in that country. In , the policy of apartheid was
beginning to be practiced in South Africa. Although he attempted to destroy this manuscript as he had an
earlier one, a copy survived and was published twenty years later. For all his talk about social reform and
progress, he doesn't see how he's saturated with racist attitudes. In other words they show how when an
individual gains power or discovers that he or she has power over other people it can result in conflict. You
lead, I follow.


