
MY PERSONAL TAKE ON THE THEME OF LOVE BETWEEN PORTIA AND

BASSANIO IN ACT 3 SCENE 2 OF THE MERCHANT O

In Act 3 Scene 2 of The Merchant of Venice, Shakespeare highlights the beginning of the love relationship between
Portia and Bassanio. Write your thoughts.

He waxes on about how beautiful the picture is, but then reprimands himself for praising the picture, which is
only a shadow of the real woman's beauty. For wooing here until I sweat again,. She then gives herself over to
Bassanio and says everything that was hers is now his, including her mansion, her servants, and herself. Just
the treason of mistrust, Bassanio says. We are never allowed to forget her intelligence because this element
will be the key ingredient in the play's climactic scene. And then I told you true; and yet, dear lady, Rating
myself at nothing, you shall see How much I was a braggart. He was borrowing money from a buddy who is
now totally broke. In the court of law, a corrupt and false plea can hide its own evil with a pleasant voice. If
you do love me, you will find me out. All of Antonio's venturesâ€”every ship to every portâ€”have failed.
Bassanio opens the lead casket. But her eyes! Her phrase "I stand for sacrifice" is particularly apt. You shall
have gold To pay the petty debt twenty times over. Way to economize, Shakespeare. Portia says she herself is
the sacrifice, while everyone else is like a Trojan wife, standing around to see the show. But the full sum of
me Is sum of something, which, to term in gross, Is an unlessoned girl, unschooled, unpracticed; Happy in
this, she is not yet so old But she may learn; happier than this, She is not bred so dull but she can learn;
Happiest of all, is that her gentle spirit Commits itself to yours to be directed As from her lord, her governor,
her king. Joy be the consequence! Now he goes, 55 With no less presence but with much more love Than
young Alcides when he did redeem The virgin tribute paid by howling Troy To the sea-monster. Yet look how
far The substance of my praise doth wrong this shadow In underprizing it, so far this shadow Doth limp
behind the substance. Let us know! Then he confesses that he does love Portia, so they should just do this
thing already. He extends this perception to law, religion, military honor, and physical beauty. I must
moderate my love and restrain my ecstasy. What godly artist has rendered the image so close to real life? But
her eyesâ€”how could the artist have painted these? There is no vice so simple but assumes Some mark of
virtue on his outward parts. Bassanio and Portia confirm with Graziano and Nerissa respectively that their love
is all set, and lo and behold, two weddings are planned in one scene. Bassanio says he'll go, but he won't rest
while they're apart. Meanwhile, Bassanio has opened the lead casket and found Portia's portrait. They are
joined by Shylock, who accuses them of having helped Jessica escape. And I know, my lord, If law, authority,
and power deny not, It will go hard with poor Antonio. When Portia understands that it is Bassanio's "dear
friend that is thus in trouble," she offers to pay any amount to prevent his suffering "through Bassanio's fault.
Still, she instructs Bassanio to have a good time with his buddies who have just shown up.


