
THE KING AND THE KINGDOM

In this unit, kids will learn that Jesus is the best teacher because He teaches us how to live Godâ€™s way. When we
obey Jesus, itâ€™s like building a house on a super strong rock. Look in the Bible to find out what Jesus teaches!.

Jesus is not only the ideal King, he is also the ideal prophet. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations
Matthew  Pagan writers like Tacitus?? We even bear the same title God gave to Israel in the Old Testament: "a
kingdom and priests. And the book of Revelation gives us hope that his kingdom is coming. Steve Blakemore]
Just like ancient near-eastern emperors, God appointed servants to carry out his commands â€” vassals who
would rule over and administer his kingdom on his behalf. In verse 36, Jesus answered, my kingdom is not
from this world. Surely you want Jesus, the king, released to you. As just one example, listen to James The
spirit he caused to live in us â€¦ gives us more graceâ€¦ Submit yourselves, then, to God. If you notice as you
study the gospels, every time Jesus brought up the cross, the disciples tried to change the subject. Matt
Friedeman] In the New Testament, spiritual warfare isn't primarily our own internal struggles against sin, but
an ongoing war between God and the evil spiritual powers at work in this world. God frequently identified
himself as Israel's warrior king that led them into battle. And in fact, these invisible battles greatly influenced
the success or failure of the human armies. Brandon Crowe] God's goal has always been to extend his
heavenly kingdom to earth, and to populate earth with faithful people. In his kindness he exempted his people
from many of the judgments that were threatened against unbelievers in the book, as in Revelation and  Well,
certainly we could describe that a number of ways, but I think a very helpful way is by saying it is where
God's kingdom is established â€” it's a realm in which God's kingdom is established through his king which
leads to the praise of God, the glory of God, and has ramifications in all sorts of ways for life on earth. And so
there's a sense in which God chose David to be his vice-regent to rule on his behalf. I want to re-emphasize
this truth: the one weapon that the church has to conquer the world is truth. In verse 10, he said, do you refuse
to speak to me? Seeing that radical dichotomy is important for us. He began by sending ten plagues against the
Egyptians, including his angel of death that killed the firstborn in every Egyptian household. The Old
Testament is full of examples like these. But on earth, his creatures often refuse to do his will. My dear
friends, if the truth about Jesus will not bring men into the kingdom, you had better not bring them in any
other way. Well, spiritual warfare is the reality of any serious Christian in my estimation. The Jews replied, we
are not permitted to put anyone to death. Throughout the entire Bible, one of the main ways that God is
revealed, both Old Testament and New Testament, one of the main ways he is revealed is that he is a warrior.
After all, if we look around us, it's easy to see opposition to God's reign throughout this world. And Jesus said,
are you asking for your own sake or do you perceive something in me, or has somebody else put this notion in
your head. And this gives us confidence, no matter what spiritual manifestations we encounter. But, you see,
they will side with their own enemy in order to get rid of truth. And Jesus' obedience earned him the reward of
resurrection from the dead and a seat of authority far above any created authority, whether human, angelic or
demonic. Poythress] In response to the stresses and problems caused by spiritual war, the book of Revelation
offers its readers at least three different ways to think about God's benevolent protection. They have thrown
their gods into the fire and destroyed them, for they were not gods but only wood and stone, fashioned by
men's hands. I have a fifth thing I want to say about the Kingdom.


