
AN ANALYSIS OF A COURT CASE NEW JERSEY VS TLO

Facts. T.L.O. was a year-old female student at a New Jersey high school. A teacher found T.L.O. and another student
smoking cigarettes in the girls' restroom .

In , the Fourteenth Amendment was ratified. Constitution as applied to the states through the 14th
Amendment. He explained: Today's decision sanctions school officials to conduct full scale searches on a
'reasonableness' standard whose only definite content is that it is not the same test as the 'probable cause'
standard found in the text of the Fourth Amendment. For instance, in Mapp v. The Assistant Vice Principal
then demanded to see T. Following is the case brief for New Jersey v. The juvenile court denied the motion to
suppress and ultimately sentenced her to one-year probation. Plain view is an exception to the warrant
requirement of the Fourth Amendment. Court decision[ edit ] The Supreme Court of the United States , in a
6â€”3 decision issued by Justice White, balancing between the legitimate expectation of privacy of the
individual, even a child, and the school's interest in maintaining order and discipline, held for the appellant the
state. At this point, his search for evidence of the smoking violation was complete. Importance of State
Constitutions Each state has its own Constitution, including some form of a state Bill of Rights, as well as
laws. It also applies to the conduct of public school officials. Why or why not? When respondent, in response
to the Assistant Vice Principal's questioning, denied that she had been smoking and claimed that she did not
smoke at all, the Assistant Vice Principal demanded to see her purse. The search of a student by a school
official comports with the Fourth Amendment if it is reasonable under all of the circumstances of the search,
and school officials do not need to obtain a warrant or have probable cause before searching. After the student
denied smoking, the Assistant Vice Principal demanded to see her purse. The U. The states are free to interpret
their Constitutions and laws in a manner that gives more protections to individuals than the U. In a
concurrence, Justice Blackmun agreed with the majority. The Fourth Amendment applies to school searches,
and probable cause is in the text of the Fourth Amendment. However, school violence seems to be reaching
epidemic levels. Incorporation of the Fourth Amendment In several cases, the U. Supreme Court sideste
Concurring and Dissenting Opinions: Concurring Opinion Powell : Greater emphasis should be placed on the
fact that the characteristics of the school setting make it unnecessary to give students the same constitutional
protections in school that they receive outside of school. He found a pack of cigarettes and a package of
rolling paper, often used to smoke marijuana. It in no way provides legal advice or guidance on this or other
issues. Supreme Court agreed that a warrantless search by a school official does not violate the Fourth
Amendment in general, but that the search in this case was unreasonable. She believed that the school had
acted illegally in searching her purse, and therefore the evidence against her should not have been allowed to
be used against her in Court. In his dissenting opinion, Justice Brennan argued the thorough search of T. The
Facts of the Case â€” New Jersey v. First, the Court concluded that the search was justified at its inception.
But a moment later it was a teacher who now stood across from them in the smoky bathroom air, arms folded.


