
AN ANALYSIS OF THE SETTING IN WILLIAM FAULKNERS A ROSE FOR

EMILY

In William Faulkner's "A Rose for Emily," Faulkner's details about setting and atmosphere give the reader background as
to the values and beliefs of the.

They felt that she was setting a bad example and because she was supposed to be of a higher class and
epitomize morals and decency in the changing south they felt that they had to do something to restore her
moral standing for her. Emily desperately wanted someone to share her home and life with. She was not
allowed to have a normal life, he felt as if no one was good enough for Emily. Just as the narrator does in the
telling of the story with his or her great use of words. To them, she symbolizes the customs of the old south, or
what the town Jefferson once was. Guth and Gabrielle L. Still, you can use this as a guide to help make sense
of some of the confusing moments. In this excerpt, we are thrust into the funeral of Emily, and the effect of
her death upon the townsfolk. Emily secluded herself within her home. It can cause one to do terrible things as
is seen in this story. It is the main reasoning behind Emily's attitude and actions. The town is more than just
the setting in the story; it takes on its own characterization alongside Emily the main character. Emily lived an
unfulfilled and tragic life within this home. Besides helping the reader understand the motivations and events
in the story, the setting also changed the tone of the story. Byrne says that "We can posit that the narrator
constructs this story-telling as a stream of associations, a mesh of dramatic scenes and images. Faulkner,
William and Thomas Inge. And until his death she indeed does not. They have put her in a special position
among the others and while they have not maintained any direct contact with her, they are still curious even
after her death about her mystery. William Faulkner uses this device in his complex short story "A Rose for
Emily" to give insight into the lonely world of Miss Emily Grierson. Because of her declining mental
instability she lost track of time and the progression of the world outside the home. This can be easily
understood because in fact the narrator is a member of the town. Homer was the closest Emily had come to a
life of normalcy. In the end, they really got what they wanted. The home can be seen as a prison there. This
indeed is why she seeks out Homer Baron. One critic, Celia Rodriquez, believes that Emily is trapped in the
world of the past. Works Cited Faulkner, William. Faulkner belonged to a once-wealthy family of former
plantation owners eNotes. He wrote short stories, plays, essays, and screenplays. The actions of Miss Emily
range from eccentric to absurd but it is the readers understanding of the setting that keep the story believable.
He is mainly known for his creative imaginary stories that were based on Lafayette County, Mississippi where
he spent most of his life. This could be attributed to the fact that as the times are changing, they need someone
to restore or uphold their southern pride or majesty and as she is a Grierson, she is their only link to that past.
She is also not accepting of the changing times and flat out refuses to change with them. It is the setting in
which she lye that has this impact on her thought and understanding. We eventually find out in the end that
Emily kills Homer. The narrator does not state that Emily actually poisoned Homer but it is assumed. But,
though Jefferson and its inhabitants are unique, we can see their town as any southern town during that period.
Then heap on a generous helping of Southern pride, and you have tragedies like this one.


