
THE ROMAN COLISEUM

The Colosseum or Coliseum also known as the Flavian Amphitheatre is an oval.

Start your free trial today. In antiquity, Romans may have referred to the Colosseum by the unofficial name
Amphitheatrum Caesareum with Caesareum an adjective pertaining to the title Caesar , but this name may
have been strictly poetic [14] [15] as it was not exclusive to the Colosseum; Vespasian and Titus, builders of
the Colosseum, also constructed an amphitheater of the same name in Puteoli modern Pozzuoli. Interior
seating The raked areas that once held seating According to the Codex-Calendar of , the Colosseum could
accommodate 87, people, although modern estimates put the figure at around 50, Vespasian's decision to build
the Colosseum on the site of Nero's lake can be seen as a populist gesture of returning to the people an area of
the city which Nero had appropriated for his own use. Those condemned to death would be sent into the arena,
naked and unarmed, to face the beasts of death which would literally tear them to pieces. The fourth level held
the marketplace, and the top fifth tier is where the poorest citizens, the plebians, gathered and watched the
show, bringing picnics for the day-long event. The 80 entrance arches, known as vomitoria, allowed the
spectators to enter and be seated in a matter of minutes. Peter and St. There is evidence for the existence of
major hydraulic mechanisms [19] and according to ancient accounts, it was possible to flood the arena rapidly,
presumably via a connection to a nearby aqueduct. From the Renaissance period both artists and architects like
Michelangelo and later tourists on their Grand Tour took a renewed interest in Roman architecture and ruins.
With the fall of the Roman Empire in the 5th century, the Colosseum was abandoned. An inscription records
the restoration of various parts of the Colosseum under Theodosius II and Valentinian III reigned â€” ,
possibly to repair damage caused by a major earthquake in ; more work followed in [25] and  This utilized a
great variety of wild beasts, mainly imported from Africa and the Middle East, and included creatures such as
rhinoceros , hippopotamuses , elephants , giraffes , aurochs , wisents , Barbary lions , panthers , leopards ,
bears , Caspian tigers , crocodiles and ostriches. Hail, Emperor, those who are about to die salute you! Animal
hunts continued until at least , when Anicius Maximus celebrated his consulship with some venationes ,
criticised by King Theodoric the Great for their high cost. Repairs were also made in , and CE. The Ludus
Magnus had its own miniature training arena, which was itself a popular attraction for Roman spectators. They
were originally covered in travertine and marble statues filled the niches on the 2nd and 3rd storeys. Two
hundred and forty mast corbels were positioned around the top of the attic. Modern The Colosseum in a
engraving by Giovanni Battista Piranesi view by Giovanni Paolo Panini , emphasizing the semi-rural environs
of the Colosseum at the time During the 16th and 17th century, Church officials sought a productive role for
the Colosseum. Here is where the animals and gladiators were kept, waiting to meet their fate in the arena
above. The numerous vaulted spaces in the arcades under the seating were converted into housing and
workshops, and are recorded as still being rented out as late as the 12th century.


