
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE NON VIOLENT CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AS A

MEANS OF PROTEST

Civil disobedience is the active, professed refusal of a citizen to obey certain laws , demands, . It has been used in many
nonviolent resistance movements in India lawful protest demonstration, nonviolent civil disobedience, and violent civil
Law Dictionary includes non-violence in its definition of civil disobedience.

Over professional writers interested in American history are â€¦ right behind the button below. Civil
disobedients, by contrast, seek to make their disobedience known to specific members of the community either
before or after the fact to demonstrate both the seriousness of their condemnation of that law or policy and
their sincere desire for policy change. Desert theories are criticised for insufficiently defending the view that
the guilty always should be punished. Non-violence, publicity and a willingness to accept punishment are
often regarded as marks of disobedients' fidelity to the legal system in which they carry out their protest. Many
after him have proudly identified their protests as acts of civil disobedience and have been treated by their
societies â€” sometimes temporarily, sometimes indefinitely â€” as its enemies. Similarly, it may demonstrate
the purity or selflessness of the disobedient's motives or serve as a means to mobilise more broad-based
support Raz ,  In his account of a right to civil disobedience, Raz places great emphasis on the kind of regime
in which a disobedient acts. Civil Disobedience in Focus, London: Routledge. Second, philosophers disagree
over the parameters of the right. Limited violence used to achieve a specific objective might heighten the
communicative quality of the act by drawing greater attention to the dissenter's cause and by emphasising her
seriousness and frustration. The remoteness of the connection between the disobedient act and the
objectionable law lays such acts open to the charge of ineffectiveness and absurdity. Some theorists go further
and say that civil disobedience is, by definition, non-violent. However, the political regime in which
obedience is demanded may be relevant here. Duff, Antony and Garland David eds. King was motivated by
his religious convictions and his commitments to democracy, equality, and justice to undertake protests such
as the Montgomery bus boycott. Greenawalt, Kent,  For example, she may have an undefeated reason to
participate in a road block because this action is well suited to her political concerns and is one that her
government understands and responds well to or because this action has a public impact that does not greatly
harm the interests of others; but, she has no undefeated reason, say, to trespass on government property or to
engage in vandalism. Mackie, John,  According to Lyons, there can be no moral presumption in favour of
obedience to the law in such regimes, and therefore no moral justification is required for civil disobedience.
One might argue that a disobedient's conviction and commitments, which make it very difficult for her both to
adhere to norms that violate those commitments and to desist from using effective means of protest, are facts
about her circumstances that give the law reason to show mercy toward her. Another condition for civil
disobedience to be justified, according to Rawls, is that disobedients coordinate with other minorities. The
activism of Martin Luther King Jr. Mostly, they discuss civil disobedience itself, which was also called
passive resistance. Justified civil disobedience, says Rawls, can serve to inhibit departures from justice and to
correct departures when they occur; thus it can act as a stabilising force in society Rawls ,  Although
conscientious objection typically is not characterised by the aim to communicate to government and society
either that a law has been breached or the reasons behind the breach, nevertheless many acts commonly
classified as conscientious objection â€” tax avoidance and resistance to conscription â€” have a public or
communicative component. Smith, William,  The justification for her action stems from its appropriateness as
the action to take. The civil disobedience research paper can discuss the origin of nonviolent resistance and
tactics used in nonviolent protests, and analyze examples of passive resistance throughout history. As a
vehicle for communication, civil disobedience has much to be said for it. Briefly, the right to civil
disobedience could be grounded on something other than participation rights such as a right to object on the
basis of conscience. Conclusion Some theorists maintain that civil disobedience is an outdated, overanalysed
notion that little reflects current forms of political activism, which tend toward more extreme modes of
engagement. However, Rawls does allow that considerations arising from people's comprehensive moral
outlooks may be offered in the public sphere provided that, in due course, people present public reasons, given
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by a reasonable political conception of justice, sufficient to support whatever their comprehensive doctrines
were introduced to support Rawls  Still other communicative theories add different considerations to the
grounds for justification. The pluralistic approach raises the question whether being motivated by civil
disobedience might give the law a reason to show mercy towards an offender. It applies, second, to the actions
of prosecutors when deciding whether to proceed to trial. Lyons, David,  The final possible view is that civil
disobedients should be dealt with more leniently than ordinary offenders are, at least when their disobedience
is morally justified. Martin Luther King Jr civil disobedience in facts Speaking of Martin Luther King Jr and
civil disobedience, we must admit that Martin Luther King, the leader of the modern American Civil Rights
Movement, is considered to be one of the greatest nonviolent leaders in world history. Whereas conscientious
refusal is undertaken with the assumption that authorities are aware of the breach of law, conscientious
evasion is undertaken with the assumption that the breach of law is wholly covert. Martin Luther King Jr.


