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However, the small samples used in controlled experiments are typically low in external validity , or the
degree to which the results can be generalized to the larger population. From this, he assumes that his
professor is a hostile person. Social media is worldwide, so one can be influenced by something they will
never encounter in real life. Results need to be used to evaluate the hypothesis of the research that is done. The
first major area of social influence is conformity. Individual variation among group members plays a key role
in the dynamic of how willing people will be to conform. Attraction is influenced by which of the following?
Correlational methods examine the statistical association between two naturally occurring variables. This is a
prediction that, in being made, actually causes itself to become true. Relations : Patterns of liking within the
group, and also differences in prestige or status, e. Seventy-five percent of the participants conformed at least
once during the experiment. They were divided into 2 groups and given two different pay scales. Main article:
Interpersonal attraction A major area in the study of people's relations to each other is interpersonal attraction.
The second major area of social influence research is compliance. Surveys use various forms of random
sampling to obtain a sample of respondents that are representative of a population. This is a collective thinking
defect that is characterized by a premature consensus or an incorrect assumption of consensus, caused by
members of a group failing to promote views which are not consistent with the views of other members. An
important concept in this area is deindividuation , a reduced state of self-awareness that can be caused by
feelings of anonymity. This was initially argued to be an important demonstration of the power of the
immediate social situation and its capacity to overwhelm normal personality traits. During this time, teens are
faced with many issues and decisions that can impact a teen's social development. An example would be
allowing two groups of children to play violent or nonviolent videogames, and then observing their subsequent
level of aggression during free-play period. If people work hard to reach a goal, they are likely to justify their
hard work by valuing the goal highly. However, several factors have combined to put social psychology at the
center of the current controversy. Justification of effort Risky shift Diffusion of responsibility 9. Social
facilitation, for example, is a tendency to work harder and faster in the presence of others. This group
examines the proposed research to make sure that no harm is likely to be done to the participants, and that the
study's benefits outweigh any possible risks or discomforts to people taking part in the study. Janis offered the
Bay of Pigs Invasion as a historical case of groupthink. Obedience as a form of compliance was dramatically
highlighted by the Milgram study , wherein people were ready to administer shocks to a person in distress on a
researcher's command. What does his assumption illustrate? These are less common in social psychology but
are sometimes used when first investigating a phenomenon. Social influence is also closely related to the study
of group dynamics, as most principles of influence are strongest when they take place in social groups.


