
AN ANALYSIS OF A SHORT STORY EVERYDAY USE BY ALICE WALKER

AN AFRICAN AMERICAN ACTIVIST

The short story ''Everyday Use'' by Alice Walker describes the encounter of the Alice Walker is one of the first African
American women to explore the . and a reaction against the racism that persisted despite the efforts of black activists.

The title The title designates to the quilts, however, metaphorically refers to the basic conflict in the story.
Finance and Financial Management  Van Gosse and Richard Moser, eds. Eventually she asked her mother if
she could have the old quilts p. Crawford, Vicky L. However, she knows a little about Africa, what she
considers her true heritage is actually empty and false. However, quilting also came to represent the hegemony
of patriarchal society. During the Black Power movement many African Americans changed their names in
order to shed the America culture they felt was forced upon them. However, it also symbolizes value in
Negro-American experience. She has been oppressed beyond recognition. She wants to hang them up and
show them. Course Materials Barnet, S. She has very limited reading ability, unlike her sister Dee. This
cultural aspect is reflected in her story Everyday Use when her character fails to see the family heritage
symbolized in varies items in her house. Both of them feel strange with the people surround them after their
accidents. Dee tells her mother that she has changed her name to Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo to protest
being named after the people who have oppressed her. She is critical about judging upon her daughters. Her
mother is initially very open-minded about the changes Dee has made. These abilities make her tough and
independent. In the story, Walker describes the trial and tribulations of one daughter whose whole life is
tormented by fear, failure and weakness; while the other "has held life always in the palm of one hand" 61 and
moves to a better lifestyle She was badly burned as a child and has scars over her arms and legs. Maggie was
burned in a house fire that happened more than a decade ago, where Mama carried her out in her arms as Dee
watched the house burn, but showed no emotion. In this regard, there exist different perspective about 'things'.
Buy Study Guide While Mama and Maggie 's way of life can be interpreted as a celebration of the traditions of
their ancestors, Dee 's search for advancement is a testament to the atmosphere in which Walker wrote
Everyday Use. Hakim-a-barber says he accepts some of the doctrines of his beef-raising family, but is not
interested in farming or herding as a profession. Situation Analysis 5. She felt the wider white feminist
movement itself came with its own racial prejudices against black women. Alice Walker is still alive and lives
in America. Raised by her mother in a traditional and simple manner, her personality and habits were shaped
correlatively from an early age on. When the mother describes snatching the quilts away from Dee, she refers
to her as "Miss Wangero," suggesting that she's run out of patience with Dee's haughtiness.


