
ACTIVISM AND ACADEMIC WRITING

academic rhetorical situation, and their social action writing is stymied. This contrast In examining the interplay of
student activism and academic writing, we.

When I am an activist, I do politics: I engage in debates, I sometimes take on a leadership role, and I defend
collective decisions with which I may not completely agree. In the era of fake news, there are sadly predatory
journals that have been publishing bogus science for example, studies supporting antivaxxer claims , which
gives even more fuel to those who say that "scientists are in disagreement" on topics such as vaccinations and
global warming. Driving to work in a SUV and then talking about carbon footprints sends conflicting
messages to our students. An invitation to reflexive sociology. Since a while, I've been adding calculations of
carbon footprint and driver delays as a measure of social cost when I want to estimate the cost of a certain
decision replacement, testing, maintenance There are, of course, some think tanks and other non-academic,
research-oriented organizations e. Jesus Galvan Jesus Galvan, a senior undergraduate Writing Fellow , shared
an outline proposal that he and the former Chair of Associated Students of Madison had collaboratively
drafted. Speed, Shannon. In my case, not only did I grow up poor, but I also spent over 15 years as a
community organizer before pursuing my graduate studies. Or a few thousand friends to show up at a rally.
While I am not against the idea of individual advancement, generally speaking, I am against individuals who
purposely exploit racialized and working-class communities -- by extracting their knowledge, lived
experiences, stories and so on -- to advance their own individualistic agendas and goals without any form of
reciprocation. Our conversation touched upon trauma and pain, and at the very same time, gave me hope that
writing can be an act of healing, reclamation, and resistance. I am even leaning towards saying that this skill
should be part of the high school curriculum. Paradoxically, public interventions quite often receive more
public visibility than peer-reviewed publications. As an activist, especially when I am in a leadership role, I
become involved in controversies and have to take a positionâ€”sometimes against my own personal opinion
if I am representing an organization. When I was an undergraduate student, I went to a predominantly-white
institution and did not have a community of writers of color. Our main ritual is the seminar, not the protest.
The authors note, for instance, that while many activist initiatives emerged within an academic setting,
collaboration is restrained by the pressure for academics to accumulate research grants and publish in
peer-reviewed journals. Personally, I tend to have a knack for thinking about how things are done
systematically, and it was awesome to have the opportunity to talk about this collaborative effort. Email:
scouture glendon. Yet the issues I address through this processâ€”such as alternative media, free software, and
Internet governanceâ€”are very close to my research interests, and my involvement is time-consuming. This
could be done within academic settings, but also within activist spaces, for instance by organizing workshops
during activist conferences to discuss the challengesâ€”ethical, methodological, but also
epistemologicalâ€”raised by the entanglements of activist and scholarly work. However, understanding a
controversy is not the same as conducting research on it and publishing about it. You can also pledge to give a
certain percentage of your income every month to a charity that fights for your cause. By doing so, I incurred
opportunity costs. I was pleasantly surprised to see the number of individuals in attendance that day. Like the
concept of the rational actor, which suggests that people act rationally and in their self-interest, these
individuals are more interested in advancing their own social status. Does this mean that I think academia
should abandon activism? Therefore, the easiest way for me to negotiate my positions as an activist and as a
researcher has often been to keep a clear separation between these two spheres. Lead by example I once read
and unfortunately forgot where that as university professors, we have a responsibility to lead by example. You
may need friends in the media. I'm also much more conscious about my conference travel, and reducing this as
much as possible to limit my CO2 emissions related to air travel and also because my daughter doesn't do well
when I'm away from home. What is activist research? I wonder if I could do more if I had been a researcher
studying, for example, infectious diseases or climate change directly. The wake-up call for me was the latest
IPCC report and the loud and clear alarm bells our fellow scientists are ringing. Presenting the results in such a
format can shine a different light on the choices we make. How can each of us use our writing to push for
social change? This is especially the case for publications with positive impacts in re framing arguments and
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public policies to advance social, racial and economic equity in this country and beyond. I am a Chicano
scholar-activist.


