
FREEDOM OF REPRESENTATION SORTITION

Sortition is a democratic instrument which, together with other democratic instruments and elements (freedom of
speech, freedom of assembly.

Three types of officers were appointed by lot, namely, the members of the Council of the Five Hundred, six
hundred magistrates responsible for various duties delegated by the Assembly, and six thousand members of
the popular Court. Even in the juridical system here in Belgium you have to prove that you can read and write
to some extend and understand the language of the trial. As such, it goes against the grain of a number of
wellâ€”accepted and reasonable arguments for electing candidates to office. They are in compliance of the
ECHR. Further, dispensing justice by large juries of untrained amateurs selected randomly implied that in
contrast to Roman law laws remained short, simple and straightforward, did not need authoritative
interpretation; nor could court rulings create a legal precedent. A man could hold different magistracies after
his term in one office had expired and reviewed by the Court, which effectively meant that he could
potentially serve in different offices every other year. After all, many non-democratic poleis had assemblies as
well. Also, and perhaps for this reason, the ancient texts do not tend to see the assembly as a primarily
democratic institution. Further, other things being equal, a citizen will be interested in seeking office through
election only if office won through election confers higher intrinsic value than appointment to office through
sortition. Citizens had the right but not the obligation to serve in office and post-holders were appointed from
those who were willing to serve. Maybe keep both arguments. On the contrary, modern democracy is
predicated on citizens having equal rights to consent to the government that rules them. Random selection to
office by lot has also survived in appointing court juries, but is unheard of in the case of filling government
posts. On the contrary, there were no political parties in Athens. The members of the Council, other
magistrates and jurors of the Court were soon drawn from ordinary citizens. The proposal for randomising
policy has been made in the literature but has not been applied in practice. Formally see Tridimas , a citizen
who wishes to appoint a candidate to public office incurs a certain cost of making an informed choice, while
he derives an uncertain benefit from the actions of the appointed official because the official actions may
confer a gain to the citizen or inflict a loss to the citizen. Therefore, an institution like sortition that served the
direct democracy well may not be easily transferable to a representative democracy without the rest of the
institutional structures. Be that as it may, like all proposals for institutional reforms, whether introduction of
random selection will be undertaken depends on whether the constitutional framers expect to benefit from it.
The author of the proposed law put the case to the board of legislators; five advocates would speak against the
law and the legislators would then vote by show of hands. Sortition in Athens offered all citizens equal
opportunities to hold public office which in turn implied equal opportunities to obtain the rents from public
office. Court jurors too were reâ€”eligible. Second, the Athenian democracy was predicated on citizens having
an equal right to hold public office irrespective of birth, wealth or any other characteristic. Second, each
candidate for office tries to distinguish himself from the rest to emphasize what makes him different from the
rest in order to stress his superiority and show his suitability for office. Nevertheless, for the Athenians, who
understood intuitively that the lot picked representative samples of the population, representativeness was an
incidental corollary of sortition, since their democracy was a direct one. Just like elections it grants powerful
people and organizations a hugely disproportional influence over the agenda. Assembly decrees had to be in
accordance with the laws. Prominent amongst the boards was the board of the nine archons. Not all sortitioned
posts were equally regarded; some, like those of archons, were highly prestigious while others less so but
carried perks. A theory of sortition, part 2 of 2 Now, to your points.


