
PLATOS THEAETETUS A DISCUSSION OF THEORIES OF KNOWLEDGE

The conclusion, Socrates states, inevitably truth of the Protagorean theory is disputed by everyone.

Socrates concedes that if Protagoras were still alive, he would have more to say in his own defense, and that
they are now essentially mistreating "his orphan child. But surely, some beliefs about which beliefs are
beneficial contradict other beliefs about which beliefs are beneficial; especially if some people are better than
others at bringing about beneficial beliefs. Revisionism was also defended by G. Theaetetus accepts this
model enthusiastically but Socrates dismisses it because it leaves open the possibility of confusing
unperceived concepts, such as numbers. Secondly, to give an account of a thing is to enumerate all its
elements a. Moreover, on this interpretation of the Second Puzzle, Plato is committed, in his own person and
with full generality, to accepting at least provisionally a very bad argument for the conclusion that there can be
no false belief. Similarly, Plato tests and examines one aspect of the definition of knowledge as true judgment
with an account both on its own ac and in conjunction with a number of metaphysical theses, contained in the
Dream theoryâ€”in particular, the thesis that a thing is nothing more than the sum of its parts câ€”e. Topics VI
4. This appears to be a successful explanation of false judgment. One important question raised by Runciman
is the question whether Plato was aware of the commonplace modern distinction between knowing that,
knowing how, and knowing what or whom. In e4â€”c5, Socrates sketches Protagoras's response to these seven
objections. Socrates adds that the opposite school of thought, that teaches of the "immovable whole" is just as
hard to talk to a,b. He offers a counter-example to the thesis that knowledge is true belief. Like K3, the Dream
theory is abstract and open to multiple interpretations. The primary evidence for this order is that the Sophist
begins with a reference back to the Theaetetus and a reference forward to the Statesman. Waterlow, S.
McDowell shows a particularly marked reluctance to bring in the theory of Forms anywhere where he is not
absolutely compelled to. In the famous digression aâ€”c , which separates the second from the third argument
against broad Protagoreanism, Socrates sets up a dichotomy between the judicial and the philosophical realm:
those thought of as worldly experts in issues of justice are blind followers of legal practicalities, while the
philosophical mind, being unrestricted by temporal or spatial limitations, is free to investigate the true essence
of justice. The Theaeteus, by clearing away many false opinions, allows Plato to introduce his own full-blown
theory, a theory which connects the problem of knowledge with the realm of the Forms. This article focuses
on Plato's ideas on unitarians and revisionists. In this, the young Theaetetus is introduced to Socrates by his
mathematics tutor, Theodorus. Point i can be found in Myles F. But they are not necessarily ones which he
himself would endorse. Both are now middle-aged, and both were present at the death of Socrates some 35
years ago. D3 apparently does nothing at all to solve the main problems that D2 faced. Some brief notes on the
earlier objections will show what the serious point of each might be.


