
A CHARACTER ANALYSIS OF DEE JOHNSON IN EVERYDAY USE BY

ALICE WALKER

Dee Johnson superficially searches for her African heritage. In â€œEveryday Useâ€• by Alice Walker, the author
suggests Dee's search for her heritage is artificial.

You know how looking at a math problem similar to the one you're stuck on can help you get unstuck? Black
women used quilting as a source of activism: their quilts often depicted anti-slavery slogans. In the short story,
"Everyday Use", these two character descriptions fit perfectly in relation to the characters of Dee and Maggie.
The narrator continues to paint a picture of Maggie as helpless and rather awkward, whereas Dee is beautiful
and seems to have had an easier time in life. Maggie was burned in a house fire that happened more than a
decade ago, where Mama carried her out in her arms as Dee watched the house burn, but showed no emotion.
Reading example essays works the same way! Johnson [Mama] is both narrator and character, has an
immediate and forceful effect upon our perception of Dee. One daughter looks down on Mother in a
condescending manner, and the other is obedient and kind. Mama never speaks of herself, other than one
paragraph where she describes what she does. There are all types of characters in this short story from round
to static. Did you find something inaccurate, misleading, abusive, or otherwise problematic in this essay
example? Throughout the story three themes consistently show. Most importantly, however, Maggie is, like
her mother, at home in her traditions, and she honors the memory of her ancestors; for example, she is the
daughter in the family who has learned how to quilt from her grandmother. She is back home on a visit. She
analyzes the way she has raised them and how much she has cared too much or too little for them, yet most of
all how much they value their family. The use of components to equal a whole is often exercised in literature.
Please improve it by verifying the claims made and adding inline citations. More specifically, Mrs. In The
Legacy, the focus of the heritage was a relic diary of Angela for her husband. The main character in the story,
Mother, has two daughters that she treats very differently, and they treat her differently. To protect the
anonymity of contributors, we've removed their names and personal information from the essays. Alice
Walker's short story, "Everyday Use," contains the idea of family and of the mind, therefore her work can be
evaluated through psychological methods. Walker does an excellent job illustrating her characters. Quilting
allowed these women to assert control over the colonial practice of slavery as enforced by white hegemony.
So long as you are alive, your case is doubtful; you have a right only to their skepticism. The opening of the
story is largely involved in characterizing Mrs. Unfortunately, for every perfect child there is, it seems that
there is one child that is less talented and less beautiful. We do not learn in the story whether they are dating,
engaged, or married. Using careful descriptions and attitudes, Walker demonstrates which factors contribute to
the values of one's heritage and culture; she illustrates that these are represented not by the possession of
objects or mere appearances, but by one's lifestyle and attitude. Dee is the gifted and beautiful child, whereas
Maggie seems to have been left behind by the gene pool and luck. Dee takes photos of Mama and Maggie in
front of the house, and the greetings are stiff and unfamiliar. Christian , the story is discussed in reference to
slavery and the black power movement. Blessed with both brains and beauty, Dee emerges as someone who is
still struggling with her identity and heritage.


