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Bring your now-extended essay to class and povide me with a copy. He is an American evolutionary biologist,
anthropologist, ecologist, and historian. Whether one believes in God or not, the technology and understanding
that came from these studies helped to propel the Europeans. Where plants and animals could easily be
domesticated, as in the Fertile Crescent of the Middle East, settled agriculture emerged first, and was then
diffused to other suitable areas. In other words, it is conceivable that differences in societal development are
not biologically rooted but also not rooted in differences in geography. Why is it that the Europeans dominated
the other races. Diamond also correctly points out that as states develop, their ruling elites exploit the rest of
the population due to their monopoly of armed force. These however were only the small causes leading to the
conquest--what allowed such a dominant culture to develop in the first place? One result is that many of the
concerns of practising historians who are trying to grapple with part of the same agenda are given little
attention. The main East-West axis of Eurasia made the spread of domesticated crops and technology easier in
general due to extensive contiguous zones at the same latitude and hence climate. The first piece is the
assertion that differences in societies developed because of differences in geographic environments. In Eurasia
a thousand mile difference East to West will produce relatively equal temperature than that of the Americas
North to South Axis. Yali asked Diamond "Why white men developed so much cargo and brought it to New
Guinea where we black people had little cargo of our own? While this may not seem important, it played a
critical role in the Europeans colonization of the Americas and Africa. His hypothesis was very original and at
first looked very simple, it was guns, germs and steel. Whoever domesticates certain plants and animals first
has a greater change at becoming the colonists and not the colonized. The dockyards were closed, and there
were no nearby rivals to the Chinese Empire to expose the folly of this abandonment of new technology. The
essay should be between and words. These cavils are to be expected.
Beyondthisregion,however,wheretherewerefewerplants
andanimalsthatcouldbedomesticated,hunter-gathererswouldnot have been able to change their lifestyle even if
the idea had occurred to them. Diffusion is the key concept here - some continents and regions were more
favourable than others, because of internal or external connections. And toanswerthat,hepointstogeography.
The Maori and Mirror lived on islands relatively close to one another. Contrast this with the minimal
topographical fragmentation of China combined with its relative isolation from other Eurasian civilisations ,
and the much greater isolation of different regions of the Americas, the former promoting early growth
followed by stagnation, the latter inhibiting communication and innovation. Diamond is careful not to fall into
geographical reductionism. He believes that in the. Here the entire history of political thought and
state-formation from Aristotle onwards is covered in a couple of pages, most of which is devoted to hydraulic
theories [pp. The result is an exciting and absorbing account of human history since the Pleistocene age, which
culminates in a sketch of a future scientific basis for studying the history of humans that will command the
same intellectual respect as current scientific studies of the history of other natural phenomena such as
dinosaurs, nebulas and glaciers. Forexample,itisoftenused in the study of politics to establish conclusions. This
part of your essay can be done jointly. Diamond also argues that over large-enough geographical areas, and
given long-enough time, societies that tend to maximise the use of their environment will prosper at the
expense of societies that do not. Here there is nothing between the minute and the monumental - anecdotal
accounts of random individuals at moments in their lives, and the huge sweep of whole peoples and continents
across millennia.


