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used in academic writing is linked to a formal.

Whether writing a term paper or a book that will become your very own magnum opus, paying attention to
clarity and consistency is important. A thoroughly edited paper, article, or book is what sets you apart from
amateur and sloppy writers. Academic Conventions Citing sources in the body of your paper and providing a
list of references as either footnotes or endnotes is a very important aspect of academic writing. Editing fatigue
There may come a point at which you feel that you have lost the critical eye you need to review your writing.
These problems include: Personal nouns. Informal, conversational tone using slang and idioms. Request
professional editing services and let an experienced editor perfect your paper. This is particularly true in
academic writing because words and terminology can evolve a nuanced meaning that describes a particular
idea, concept, or phenomenon derived from the epistemological culture of that discipline [e. However, in
academic writing, this must then be followed by detailed explanation and analysis of each item. Make sure
errors, such as vague or convoluted sentences and inconsistencies in formatting, do not obscure your intended
meaning. Hunter College; Sword, Helen. Common Flaws in Students' Rsearch Proposals. The challenge is to
convince the reader of the validity of your opinion through a well-documented, coherent, and logically
structured piece of writing. Typical wording for signposting: In this chapter, the method will be described in
detail. Consult the meaning of terms in specialized, discipline-specific dictionaries by searching the USC
Libraries catalog or reference database [see above]. Although this article mainly discusses how to edit
academic writing, the suggestions below will also help you in editing books, newspaper and magazine articles,
and ad copy. This is the background as far as the providers were concerned. Editing to increase the number of
words In the editing process you may identify certain sections of your writing that are relatively brief and
superficial, and which you consider need to be extended. Examples of common problems are: faulty
abbreviations. Not sure what YOU really need? Like specialist languages adopted in other professions, such
as, law or medicine, academic writing is designed to convey agreed meaning about complex ideas or concepts
for a group of scholarly experts. There should be narrative links between sentences and paragraphs so that the
reader is able to follow your argument. If you are not confident about when to use semi-colons [and most of
the time, they are not required for proper punctuation], rewrite using shorter sentences or revise the paragraph.
It reduces the chance that the reader will wonder why you seem to have missed something out, only to find it
is included in an unexpected place. Your language should be concise, formal, and express precisely what you
want it to mean. Stylish Academic Writing. Awareness of the words you use is important because words that
have almost the same denotation [dictionary definition] can have very different connotations [implied
meanings]. Needless to say, English grammar can be difficult and complex; even the best scholars take many
years before they have a command of the major points of good grammar. Strategies for Structure and Writing
Style I. It allows the reader to prepare a structure in his or her own mind, into which can be placed the material
that is then read. Do not use vague expressions that are not specific or precise enough for the reader to derive
exact meaning ["they," "we," "people," "the organization," etc. Note that a problem statement without the
research questions does not qualify as academic writing because simply identifying the research problem does
not establish for the reader how you will contribute to solving the problem, what aspects you believe are most
critical, or suggest a method for gathering data to better understand the problem. Vague expressions e. Use
consistent formatting throughout the document. Understanding Academic Writing and Its Jargon The very
definition of jargon is language specific to a particular sub-group of people. It is essential to seek advice
within your academic field about this.


