
POLICY BRIEF RESEARCH PAPER

Your roommate is writing a research paper for an environmental science course, and you are writing a policy brief for a
course on public policy. You might both.

Purpose Policy briefs are distinctive in their focus on communicating the practical implications of research to
a specific audience. This paragraph introduces a relevant and credible source, but it fails to use that source to
explain a problem and propose policy action. Advantages and Disadvantages of Each Policy Option: Write
this section from the perspective of the entity that you represent. It usually will include a brief description of
the issue, a short overview of the causes, and a clear statement of the implications as it relates to current
policy. For guidance on formatting citations, please see the UNC Libraries citation tutorial. Is the problem a
lack of financial education, predatory lending practices, dishonest advertising, or something else? Use
appropriate fonts and headings; Make sure you proof-read your brief to avoid any spelling or grammar
mistakes. Your own process of identifying the problem likely had some stops, starts, and dead-ends, but your
goal in framing the issue for your reader is to provide the most direct path to understanding the problem and
the proposed policy change. Some of them may be wildly unrealistic in your opinion, but please pose them as
policy options nonetheless. Be accessible and succinct-a policy brief uses language that is familiar to the target
audience in a clear and simple manner. Critical Analysis This section provides a discussion of the current
policy being implemented, emphasising its strengths and limitations. Context or Scope of Problem: This
section communicates the importance of the problem and aims to convince the reader of the necessity of
policy action. We revise these tips periodically and welcome feedback. It should be fair and accurate while
convincing the reader why the policy action proposed in the brief is the most desirable. Children from
bilingual homes? This could be the person making the decision, an advocacy group, or the media. What are
policy briefs? Narrowing to one of these and perhaps further would allow you to write a brief that can propose
concrete policy action. Here's how you translate between a causal diagram and the elements of a policy brief.
Who are the stakeholders? Note that the absence of action may be considered a policy decision. What new
information would provide insight to the issue? The objective of this section is to inform the reader of policy
options that have already been pursued, if any. Pre-existing Policies: The pre-existing policies are the
interventions currently in place. You need a policy brief. This can be as short as one question. Please do not
use this list as a model for the format of your own reference list, as it may not match the citation style you are
using. Policy issues can include a complex network of stakeholders. Policy briefs aim to be practical and
well-researched in order to make timely evidence-based recommendations. Be as specific as possible. The
disadvantage of that option is that it would decrease profit. Please provide the decision maker with at least
three potential courses of action. A policy brief, however, requires succinct consideration of policy options for
a particular audience e. Your Recommendation: After prioritizing the relative pros and cons of the above
options, please recommend one option to your client. It should include a description of the issue being
addressed, a key message stating why the current policy needs to be revised, and any recommendations.
Understanding what the problem is, in the clearest terms possible, will give your reader a reference point. How
do I identify a problem for my policy brief? Assume that you have been hired to filter through reams of
information on behalf of a very busy and sleep-deprived person. It typically appears single-spaced on the
cover of a brief or position paper.


