
A DISCUSSION ON AMERICAN CULTURAL VALUES

American customs and values might be very different from those of your home are best solved by means of forthright
discussion among the people involved.

When Tocqueville visited the United States in the s, he was impressed by the great uniformity of conditions of
life in the new nation. Hard work has been both necessary and rewarding for most Americans throughout their
history. Their words, the tone of their voices, or their facial expressions will usually reveal what they are
feeling--angry, unhappy, confused, happy or content. So even if they have a phone that works, they may want
a new phone because it has new and exciting features. Women and men may be different, but they should be
treated equally in all professional and social encounters. US Americans are generally quite uncomfortable
when someone treats them with obvious deference. Because Americans rejected the European system of
hereditary aristocracy and titles of nobility, they had to find a substitute for judging social status. But then a
new problem arises. A replica of the first working transistor This propensity for application of scientific ideas
continued throughout the 20th century with innovations that held strong international benefits. You should feel
comfortable living simply or any way you prefer, maybe saving more money for emergencies, education and
retirement rather than spending on objects to impress others. This culminated in cultural milestones such as
the Apollo moon landings , the creation of the Personal Computer, and the sequencing effort called the Human
Genome Project. Americans are uncomfortable with silence; they expect to talk rather constantly when in the
presence of others. Visitors to an American home might be allowed or even encouraged to see any room of the
house. Equality of opportunity, for example, is an ideal that is not always put into practice. Values are your
standards or principles. If this happens to you, try to remember they are not being rude, but they have a
different cultural value. Americans are very proud of being self-reliant, or being able to take care of
themselves, and they tend to think others should be self-reliant as well. Post-secondary education , better
known as "college" in the United States, is generally governed separately from the elementary and high school
system. There are the very rich as well as the very poor. When the economy weakens, everyone suffers, and
there are greater numbers of the working poorâ€”those who work hard but have low-paying jobs that do not
provide a decent standard of living and may not provide health insurance and retirement benefits, and many
have to rely on some outside assistance, from the government or other sources.


