
HEGEMONY MARXISM AND COMMON SENSE

filtration of these bourgeois accounts into the Marxist camp by way of his critique of Croce's and Bukhari schemes
hegemony process and the 'common sense'.

In , the German student movement leader Rudi Dutschke reformulated Antonio Gramsci's philosophy of
cultural hegemony with the phrase The long march through the institutions German: Marsch durch die
Institutionen to identify the political war of position, an allusion to the Long March â€”35 of the Communist
Chinese People's Liberation Army , by means of which, the working class would produce their own organic
intellectuals and culture dominant ideology to replace those imposed by the bourgeoisie. For Gramsci, these
cultures might be located in traditional peasant beliefs or the shop-floor culture of industrial workers; for Hall
they might be found in youth subcultures like Rastafarians and punks, and even in commercial entertainment.
Gramsci was also plagued by various internal disorders throughout his life. No culture, however, is completely
hegemonic. When a man, a woman, or a child perceives the social structures of bourgeois cultural hegemony,
personal common sense performs a dual, structural role private and public whereby the individual person
applies common sense to cope with daily life, which explains to himself and to herself the small segment of
the social order stratum that each experiences as the status quo of life in society; "the way things are". Marx
reasoned that workers could only take so much economic exploitation before they would rise up and
overthrow the ruling class. These institutions do the work of socializing people into the norms, values, and
beliefs of the dominant social group. At his trial, Gramsci's prosecutor stated, "For twenty years we must stop
this brain from functioning". Yet, when perceived as a whole society, the life of each person does contribute to
the greater social hegemony. As such, the group that controls these institutions controls the rest of society.
Although social diversity, economic variety, and political freedom appear to existâ€”because most people see
different life-circumstancesâ€”they are incapable of perceiving the greater hegemonic pattern created when
the lives they witness coalesce as a society. At university, he had come into contact with the thought of
Antonio Labriola , Rodolfo Mondolfo , Giovanni Gentile , and most importantly, Benedetto Croce , possibly
the most widely respected Italian intellectual of his day. By the time of the defeat of the Turin workers in
spring , Gramsci was almost alone in his defence of the councils. The fascist police arrested Gramsci, despite
his parliamentary immunity , and brought him to the Roman prison Regina Coeli. Labriola especially
propounded a brand of Hegelian Marxism that he labelled "philosophy of praxis ". Moreover, the ISA are not
monolithic social entities, and are distributed throughout the society, as public and as private sites of continual
class struggle. In the wake of the arrest of Socialist Party leaders that followed the revolutionary riots of
August , Gramsci became one of Turin's leading socialists when he was both elected to the party's Provisional
Committee and made editor of Il Grido del Popolo. In opposition to Bordiga, Gramsci supported the Arditi del
Popolo , a militant anti-fascist group which struggled against the Blackshirts. The analytic discourse of
cultural hegemony is important to research and synthesis in anthropology , political science, sociology, and
cultural studies ; in education , cultural hegemony developed critical pedagogy , by which the root causes of
political and social discontent can be identified, and so resolved. In the Communist Party of Italy[ edit ] Julia
Schucht with sons The failure of the workers' councils to develop into a national movement convinced
Gramsci that a Communist Party in the Leninist sense was needed. Such a front would ideally have had the
PCI at its centre, through which Moscow would have controlled all the leftist forces, but others disputed this
potential supremacy: socialists did have a certain tradition in Italy, too, while the Communist Party seemed
relatively young and too radical. He argues that the ideological state apparatuses ISA are the sites of
ideological conflict among the social classes of a society. For Gramsci, these councils were the proper means
of enabling workers to take control of the task of organising production. This kind of power is distinct from
rule by force, as in a military dictatorship, because it allows the ruling class to exercise authority using the
"peaceful" means of ideology and culture. Continue Reading. In , Joseph Stalin 's manoeuvres inside the
Bolshevik party moved Gramsci to write a letter to the Comintern in which he deplored the opposition led by
Leon Trotsky but also underlined some presumed faults of the leader. An important caveat: Gramsci never
believed that cultural power alone was enough. Although he believed his position at this time to be in keeping
with Lenin's policy of "All power to the Soviets", his stance that these Italian councils were communist, rather
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than just one organ of political struggle against the bourgeoisie, was attacked by Bordiga for betraying a
syndicalist tendency influenced by the thought of Georges Sorel and Daniel DeLeon. Stephen Duncombe
teaches the history and politics of media at New York University. As a result of their different social purposes,
the classes will be able to coalesce into a society with a greater social mission. Further Insights Gramsci,
Antonio. Early life[ edit ] Gramsci [4] was born in Ales , in the province of Oristano , on the island of Sardinia
, the fourth of seven sons of Francesco Gramsci â€” and Giuseppina Marcias â€” In late and early , Benito
Mussolini's government embarked on a campaign of repression against the opposition parties, arresting most
of the PCI leadership, including Bordiga. London: Pluto Press, Related Tactics. Gramsci developed the
concept of cultural hegemony in an effort to explain why the worker-led revolution that Marx predicted in the
previous century had not come to pass. In a society, cultural hegemony is neither monolithic intellectual
praxis, nor a unified system of values, but a complex of stratified social structures , wherein each social and
economic class has a social purpose and an internal class-logic that allows its members to behave in a way that
is particular and different from the behaviours of the members of other social classes, whilst co-existing with
them as constituents of the society. The proletarian culture will increase class consciousness , teach
revolutionary theory and historical analysis, and thus propagate further revolutionary organisation among the
social classes. By this time, he had acquired an extensive knowledge of history and philosophy. This form of
"common sense" fosters the belief that success and social mobility are strictly the responsibility of the
individual, and in doing so obscures the real class, racial, and gender inequalities that are built into the
capitalist system.


