
SOCRATES

Socrates was a classical Greek (Athenian) philosopher credited as one of the founders of Western philosophy, and as
being the first moral philosopher of the.

This argument must be understood in terms of the Socratic emphasis on the care of the soul. He believed that
anyone could be a philosopher, not just those who were highly trained and educated, and indeed that everyone
had a duty to ask philosophical questions he is famously quoted as claiming that "the unexamined life is not
worth living". As famous as the Socratic themes are, the Socratic method is equally famous. All the children
born during a full year, for example, had the same nominal birthday, accounting for the conversation at Lysis
b, odd by contemporary standards, in which two boys disagree about who is the elder. And if you do this, I
and my sons will have received justice at your hands. Or is it wholly the opposite: one particular person - or
the very few who are horse trainers - is able to improve them, whereas the majority of people, if they have to
do with horses and make use of them, make them worse? The 6th cn. Socrates and his contemporaries lived in
a polytheistic society, a society in which the gods did not create the world but were themselves created. That
is, he does not just think that Socrates converses about ethics but that repeated Socratic conversation is itself
indicative of an ethical comportment. Heidegger Heidegger finds in Socrates a kinship with his own view that
the truth of philosophy lies in a certain way of seeing things, and thus is identical with a particular kind of
method. But I observed that even the good artisans fell into the same error as the poets; because they were
good workmen they thought they knew all sorts of high matters, and this defect in them overshadowed their
wisdom â€” therefore I asked myself on behalf of the oracle, whether I would like to be as I was, neither
having their knowledge nor their ignorance, or like them in both; and I made answer to myself and the oracle
that I was better off as I was. If we are to use women for the same things as the men, we must also teach them
the same things. Though he knew Socrates he would not have had as much contact with him as Plato did.
Indeed, our young people are surely in a very happy situation if only one person corrupts them, whereas all the
rest benefit them. And will he who is a true lover of wisdom, and is persuaded in like manner that only in the
world below can he worthily enjoy her, still repine at death? And then the foolishness of the body will be
cleared away and we shall be pure and hold converse with othe pure souls, and know of ourselves the clear
light everywhere; and this is surely the light of truth. Alcibiades is typically portrayed as a wandering soul
Alcibiades I c-d , not committed to any one consistent way of life or definition of justice. His central use of
Socrates is to show that philosophy can improve anyone regardless of his social class or natural talents. His
reply is that he never discusses such topics Apology 18a-c. As recounted by Diogenes Laertius 1. Though the
democrats put down the coup later that year and recalled Alcibiades to lead the Athenian fleet in the
Hellespont, he aided the oligarchs by securing for them an alliance with the Persian satraps. It is therefore
imperative to understand the historical context in which his trial was set. Suppose that there are two sorts of
existences, one seen, and the other unseen. While he claims he thinks it an admirable thing to teach as Gorgias,
Prodicus, or Hippias claim they can Apology 20a , he argues that he himself does not have knowledge of
human excellence or virtue Apology 20b-c. Socrates has a number of strong convictions about what makes for
an ethical life, though he cannot articulate precisely why these convictions are true. His views were
instrumental in the development of many of the major philosophical movements and schools which came after
him, including Platonism and the Neo-Platonism and Aristotelianism it gave rise to , Cynicism , Stoicism and
Hedonism. He is the inventor of dialectic 5 which he wields mercilessly because, being an ugly plebeian, he
had no other means of expressing himself 6 and therefore employed question and answer to render his
opponent powerless 7. Phaedo e literally: 'For know well', he said, 'o dearest Kriton, that to not speak well is
not only sinful by itself, but lets evil intrude into the soul. Some of the more famous positions Socrates
defends in these dialogues are covered in the content section. By all means, marry. Milesian Thales, for
instance, believed that the fundamental principle of all things was water. He thus attempts to show that he is
not guilty of impiety precisely because everything he does is in response to the oracle and at the service of the
god. Surely he will, my friend, if he be a true philosopher. Following Schleiermacher, many argued that
Xenophon himself was either a bad philosopher who did not understand Socrates, or not a philosopher at all,
more concerned with practical, everyday matters like economics.


