
BIOLOGICAL FACTORS IN THE FORMATION OF GENDER ROLES. ESSAY

Biological factors play a huge role in shaping children's physical development. For instance, boys and girls are born with
distinctive sexual organs.

This enhances reproductive success but it also important in avoiding starvation â€” an additional adaptive
advantage. However, the girls were extremely quick to accept their change of gender which indicates that
despite being socialised as girls, their true male biology prevailed; this is reinforced by Berembaum and Hines
s study which observed how androgenised females had abnormally tom-boyish behaviour, again strengthening
the argument that no matter how the person is socialised, it is their nature that determines their gender. Some
of the most active research in this area has been on girls with Congenital Adrenal Hyperplasia CAH , a genetic
disease in which the fetus is exposed to elevated levels of androgens. This includes growth and is as a result
very important in explaining our gender differences. Furthermore, we discuss why conducting developmental
investigations is enriching to the field of gender studies, both theoretically and methodologically. In the past
people tend to have very clear ideas about what was appropriate to each sex and anyone behaving differently
was regarded as deviant. Daughters of affluent parents are able to afford the expensive makeup and
accessories that allow them to mimic societal standards of superficial beauty, making them more attractive to
boys and more popular. Chromosomes The normal human body contains 23 pairs of chromosomes. The
Biological explanation is widely criticised as reductionist. The affected individuals have higher than average
verbal ability but lower than average spatial ability, visual memory and mathematical skills. Then, we present
a descriptive assessment of articles published on gender development in Sex Roles over time, and link this
assessment to general trends that have occurred in the study of gender development over the past 35 years.
Testosterone can cause typically male behaviors such as aggression, competitiveness, Visuospatial abilities,
higher sexual drive etc. An area of the hypothalamus at the base of the brain called the sexually dimorphic
nucleus is much larger in male than in females. However, similarly to men in their society , khaniths can
marry women, proving their masculinity by consummating the marriage. Girls' true gender is determined
genetically rather than anatomically. The results have proven to be highly replicable. In addition, girls with
CAH tend to avoid having girl playmates; don't play games revolving around stereotypical feminine events
such as playing at being a mother or bride; and tend to care less about their physical appearance than do girls
of their age who do not have CAH. Color is particularly important in foraging, as discrimination between
colors aids in identifying a ripe piece of fruit from the greenery around it. So men developed this skill. Do you
think that we have a biological inclination to perform our set gender roles or do you think biological influence
is weak if present at all? During the procedure, two feminine and two masculine toys were presented to
individual children: a visibly new doll, a tattered, old doll, a shiny new truck, and an old, faded truck. It is
most observable when they interact with other members of their age group. As it were, the "green-red
opponent system" is thought to be X-chromosome linked and phylogenetically more recent, in contrast with
the more rudimentary "yellow-blue" system present to the same degree in both sexes Alexander,  According to
Freud, during this stage, children developed an Oedipus complex where they had sexual fantasies for the
parent ascribed the opposite gender and hatred for the parent ascribed the same gender, and this hatred
transformed into unconscious transference and conscious identification with the hated parent who both
exemplified a model to appease sexual impulses and threatened to castrate the child's power to appease sexual
impulses. The author suggests that inherent sex differences based on perceptual categories encourage children
to seek out playmates of a similar play style, and ultimately predisposes them for later social and gender roles
Alexander,  Counter Studies Tested the effect of testosterone and a placebo on aggression Used 43 males of
age were used.


