
RUBRIC TO ASSESS CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

Critical thinking assessment can be tricky to perform because it encompasses such broad skills. However, we can begin
to assess critical.

Incorporates new directions or approaches to the assignment in the final product. Includes recognizes the value
of alternate, divergent, or contradictory perspectives or ideas in a small way. We need to keep it simple;
categories are plenty. Viewpoints of experts are taken as mostly fact, with little questioning. So a Jon Stewart
editorial might get a low score on a critical thinking rubric because the raters did not dig deep enough to see
the arguments that undergird his satire. As I read through this, at first glance the categories look pretty good
â€” Identify the problem, identify relevant information, analyze the problem, use strategies and reflect on the
process. Justifies key results and procedures, explains assumptions and reasons. Only a single approach is
considered and is used to solve the problem. Reformulates a collection of available ideas. Thoughtfully
analyzes and evaluates major alternative points of view. Emerging Mastering Merely repeats information
provided, taking it as truth, or denies evidence without adequate justification. Identifies and discusses
conclusions, implications, and consequences considering context, assumptions, data, and evidence.
Viewpoints of experts are taken as fact, without question. For example, "she was green with envy" would be
interpreted to mean that her skin was green. Considers new directions or approaches without going beyond the
guidelines of the assignment. If the rubric is poorly designed, the rating is confounded or inaccurate. Problem
solving as a process is a very difficult thing to nail down for students especially in terms of the levels of how
they can improve in their work. Regardless of the evidence or reasons maintains or defends views based on
self-interest or preconceptions. Considers and rejects less acceptable approaches to solving problem. Emerging
Discusses the problem only in egocentric or sociocentric terms. Emerging Mastering Does not surface the
assumptions and ethical issues that underlie the issue, or does so superficially. Identifies relevant arguments
reasons and claims pro and con. Addresses perspectives noted previously, and additional diverse perspectives
drawn from outside information. Draws warranted, judicious, non-fallacious conclusions. If insight into the
process components of critical thinking e. Viewpoints of experts are questioned thoroughly. Fails to identify
strong, relevant counter-arguments. Fair-mindedly follows where evidence and reasons lead. Fails to identify
or hastily dismisses strong, relevant counter-arguments. Viewpoints of experts are subject to questioning. In
other words, as related to critical thinking, does the rubric measure critical thinking as that concept is most
widely understood, or does the rubric only reinforce a local meaning that is too heavily weighted toward one
discipline or another and which does not connect well with what the larger world means by critical thinking?
Creates a novel or unique idea, question, format, or product.


